
STOCKTON TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

JULY 19, 2017 

STOCKTON PARK HOUSE 

 

Meeting called to order @ 6:31pm by President Jack Townsend 

Those present were:  see attachment A      Absent: Steve Jordan and Denny Young 

President Townsend made a motion to accept the minutes of the June 21st 2017 regular board meeting 

as written, with no corrections or additions needed. Susan Schamberger then seconded the motion and 

it carried with all voting yes. 

Guests: Mary Nagel voiced her concerns that Stockton already has water drainage problems with 

surface water runoff. Putting in a parking lot is concerning to her that she will have even more water in 

her basement. She suggested the park district build a retaining pond. Another concern from Mary was, 

“are my taxes being raised to pay for this community center?”  Jim Arnold answered that 2 years ago the 

park district paid off the alternative revenue bond and the township park district taxes went down. With 

the board adopting a 2017 bond, township tax payers will see their taxes go back to what they had been 

previously paying. The bond levying amount is the same dollar amount it was 15 years ago. 

Schamberger read Roger Groezinger’s concerns as he was unable to attend the meeting.  See 

attachment B 

Schamberger then stated to those in attendance that the park board felt the chosen site of property 

from JD Land Company, at approximately 6.2 acres for $157,000 has a lot of advantages. First, all the 

utilities (water, sewer and electrical) are located on the property. The view from this real estate is 

fantastic. The future site is not landlocked, so future generations can add on. The property is close to 

our current park and schools. When or if, the state completes a turn lane we will have access from 

highway 20, giving us two points of entry. 

After more discussion of pros and cons about the community center Ron Mapes asked for the board to 

do a survey to see if this is what the tax payers of Stockton Township really want at this time. Jim Arnold 

stated that the board last year had a public hearing on a proposal to sell bonds at no greater than 1.3 

million dollars for the purpose of developing a community center and there were no comments against 

it. No one came to protest it, Jim stated.  Two months later this board then approved an ordinance 

providing for the issue of (alternative revenue source) general obligation park bonds. 

Schamberger stated she is looking into doing a survey on the back of the Bauer Monthly calendar for a 

small cost to the district. It would need to be sent only to Stockton Township residents and would 

include questions for or against, usages of the facility and what would you like to see offered in the 



community center. Townsend made a motion to do a survey and Schamberger seconded it. The motion 

carried with all commissioners voting yes.  

Guest Johanna Lemon thanked the park district (Denny Young) for helping with the Art Festival. It was a 

fun and successful event!  Schamberger thanked “Lemon” for her time here in Stockton and all she did 

for the park district. We wish Lemon luck in her next adventure in life!  

Guest Denny Kuhl stated he’d like to see the old lamp posts in the park in working condition. Kevin 

Pierce said that Denny Young did have this on his list to complete with new wiring, new globes, sand 

blasting and repainting. 

Manager’s Report: none (Denny Young was absent) 

Treasurer’s Report: Jim Arnold said that the park district has received our first revenue payment from 

the county.  All line items are normal with nothing unusual standing out on June’s financial statements. 

Jack Townsend then made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report as presented to the board with no 

additions or corrections needed. Schamberger then seconded the motion and it carried with all voting 

yes. 

Old/New Business: 

Jack Townsend made a motion to adopt a reimbursement resolution of support and commitment of 

local funds for expenditures on a community center project. Susan Schamberger seconded the motion 

and with all commissioners voting yes, the motion carried. 

Susan Schamberger made a motion to adopt the Budget and Appropriation Ordinance of the Stockton 

Township Park District for its Fiscal year beginning May 1, 2017 and ending April 30, 2018. Jack 

Townsend seconded the motion and with all commissioners voting yes, this motion carried too. 

Jill Pepin (Community Funding & Planning Services) said that the USDA TAT grant that the park district is 

applying for has a deadline of July 24th 2017. The grant is open for three years and to be used for design 

purposes. The park district will need to adopt a drug free workplace program to be considered for any 

federal agency grants.  This Jill stated should be done next month. The grant will be award in December 

of this year. 

Decker Aqua Sod Acres will open July 28th to the public! Press releases have gone out to all local papers 

and radio stations. A Grand Opening will be held later with the help of the Jo Daviess Conservation 

Federation. 

The Heritage Museum will have a grand opening on September 22nd 2017 featuring the new annex 

building.  

 Dan Oppold stated that the park district’s 39rs Football Program has 57 kids participating this year. Dan 

thanked the park district for everything the district does for Stockton’s youth! 

Close Meeting: 



President Townsend then asked if there were any other items new or old that needed to be discussed; 

hearing none he made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:46pm. The motion was seconded by 

Schamberger and with all commissioners voting yes, the motion carried. 

  

        


